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Tiivistelmä-Referat-Abstract
Sub-Saharan Africa exhibits higher fertility rate than in all the other major regions of the world. This situation is basically responsible for the
high population growth and its negative repercussions in the region. In the recent past, however, a few African countries including Ghana have
witnessed modest declines in fertility.
The Ghana Demographic and Health Surveys conducted in 1988, 1993 and 1998 estimate the country’s total fertility rate as 6.4, 5.5 and 4.6
children per woman respectively, after hovering around 7 since the Second World War. The country thus experienced an unprecedented fertility
decline of almost 2 children per woman in a decade.
The study aims at reviewing the evidence that fertility transition has begun in Ghana. The proximate and socio-economic determinants of fertility
are analysed to reveal the causes of the fertility decline.
The data are obtained from the 1988, 1993 and 1998 Ghana Demographic and Health Surveys, based on nationally representative samples of
4488, 4562 and 4843 women between the reproductive ages of 15 and 49 respectively. The study uses the Bongaarts proximate determinant
indices to examine the effects of the intermediate fertility variables. It analyses the relationship between selected socio-economic variables and
fertility by using logistic regression technique through the software package, Statistical Programme for Social Scientists (SPSS).
The study demonstrates that, generally, postpartum infecundability is the most important fertility inhibitor amongst the proximate determinants.
Relatively though, it is not a contributory factor to the fertility decline in the decade under review. The modest upsurge in contraception in the
first half of the decade predominantly accounts for the fertility decline.
The type of area of residence and the educational status of the respondents emerged as the most significant socio-economic predictors of fertility.
However, there is no statistically significant fertility difference between the women with primary education and those without any education. The
study meanwhile, indicates that ethnicity and religion are not significant determinants of fertility in Ghana.
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